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Clients may view the entire Safety Meeting library on WindsorWEB. 

Be Wary of Extension Cords 

 

Fires, shocks, and electrocutions are potential perils that can accompany the misuse of extension cords-or the use of cords with 

faulty wiring and loose connections. In 1997, over 12,000 people went to hospital emergency rooms to be treated for electrical 

burns and shocks, and about 2,500 of them had injuries related specifically to extension cords. 

 

Increasingly, we are using extension cords, power strips, and surge protectors for electrical devices such as computers. Make 

sure that these products carry a certification label from an independent testing lab such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL). 

The tag should be permanently attached near the plug of cords and on the underside of the casing of power strips and surge 

protectors. 

 

To be safe, follow these precautions: 

 

 Do not use extension cords as a replacement for fixed wiring. Extension cords are intended for temporary use with 

equipment not routinely used at a specific location. 

 Equipment being plugged into the extension cord should be grounded where applicable. 

 Use products that have grounded three-pronged plugs or the new polarized plugs with one blade slightly wider than the 

other. 

 Never bend prongs or force a three-pronged cord into a two-pronged outlet. 

 Make sure that the plug has a good solid connection to the outlet. 

 Choose heavy-duty extension cords for high-wattage machines and equipment. 

 Use one long cord instead of several shorter cords. Never connect extension cords in a series. A longer cord should 

have a larger diameter (thicker = safer). 

 Use cords appropriate to the task and rated high enough for the job. 

 Use extension cords appropriate for the conditions. For example, indoor and outdoor cords are constructed differently. 

Various types of cords are specifically constructed to resist moisture, heat, or chemicals. 

 If using a cord outdoors, plug it into ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). 

 Don't overload cords. Multi-plug devices should contain an integral circuit breaker. 

 Never splice or tap an extension cord. 

 Keep cords untangled when in use and in storage. Keep stored cords loosely coiled in a dry place. 

 Never disconnect a plug by pulling on the wire. Instead, grip the plug itself to pull it out of the socket. 

 Inspect cords frequently to be sure that they are in good condition and are not frayed, cracked, punctured, or hot to the 

touch. 

 If a cord is defective, do not use it. Have it repaired by a professional or throw it away. 
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